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SAM M. GIBBONS, FLORIDA, CHAIRMAN 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE 


OAN ROSTENKOWSKI, ILLINOIS 
EO JENKINS. GEORGIA 
THOMAS J. DOWNEY, NEW YORK 
DON J. pease. OHIO 
CECIL fCECi HEFTEL HAWAII 
MARTY RUSSO, ILLINOIS 
RICHARD A- GEPHARDT. MISSOURI 

frank j. guarini. new jersey 


COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


DAN ROSTENKOWSKI, ILLINOIS, CHAIRMAN 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

JOSEPH K. OOWLEY. CHIEF COUNSEL 
AL SINGLETON. MINORITY CHIEF OF STAFF 

RUFUS YERXA. SUBCOMMITTEE STAFF DIRECTOR 


PHILIP M. CRANE. ILLINOIS 
BILL ARCHER. TEXAS 
GUY VANDER JAGT. MICHIGAN 
BILL FRENZEU MINNESOTA 
RICHARD T. SCHUUE. PENNSYLVANIA 

EX OFFICIO: 

JOHN J. DUNCAN, TENNESSEE 


WASHINGTON, DC 205 1 6 - 

Executive Registry 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE — 

85- 2890 " 

August 26, 1985 


The Honorable William J. Casey 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 


Dear Mr. Casey: 

, During the past three weeks, I led a deleqation of 
Members of the Committee on Ways and Means through Asia 
trade and economic issues with several of our 
ey trading partners. Upon our return to the United States 
Congressman Bill Frenzel and I sent the enclosed letter to ' 
the President, to inform him of the intense reaction of 
these countries to textile quota legislation now pending 

of" tVllTelte/:^ information, I am enclosing" a co^y 


Sincei^ly , 



^am M. Gibbons 
Chairman 




SMG/JANm 

Enclosure 



i 

i 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF representatives 

Washington, dc 20s is 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TRADE 

August 24, 1985 


0>.u WOCItNKOWSr.,. ,u:no.S. CUifi.,,,,, 

CIMU„„, o, ,,.3 

XJSfPH K oow^fr CCuH'ri 
rt«x*. $u«cc^M,T7tc iTA,, C:.(C-ri< -X 


The President 
The V/hite House 
Washington, D.C. 


20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

S;£¥:L?“E“r£» 

discri,i„3tory. 

« un.airly ai.ed at Aslan pJodL^flnT:^ l-Jisla^icn""'^ 

Statef'’„ouid\r£££“f"°' extorts to tt 

portion of^their textile exoorts renresent a ^ 

ically raised the earnings. Prime MinistL^ Lf 

bill would have on tL^^Thaf econ^'my ^ 
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The President 
August 24, 1985 
Page Two 


. claimed the United States was abandoning an old friend and ally 
at a time when Thailand has become a front-line state against 
aggression in Southeast Asia. 

V/e believe our meetings were useful in presenting the 
current mood of the Congress to the Asian leaders and'resulted 
in a clearer understanding by both sides of the political and 
economic problems in textile and apparel trade today. Neverthe- 
less, these nations made it clear that they would not stand idly 
by should this legislation move forward. Retaliation, already 
promised by China, will certainly occur. 

Beyond the immediate and severe economic impact is a much 
broader psychological effect. Countries which stand, and have 
consistently stood, with us in war and peace for freedom and 
open markets would feel betrayed. We would be breaking a polit- 
ical contract with these valued allies. 

Without exception, the officials and the people of everv 
country we visited look to your strong leadership and continued 
commitment to a free trade policy to avert this pending crisis. 

We concur in their view that immediate and clear action by the 
President of the United States to influence the current con- 
sideration of the te.xtile bill is needed before unilateral action 
by the U.S. Congress disrupts our international trading framework. 

Our Asian friends in Japan, China, India, Thailand, plus 
the five other ASEAN nations and Hong Kong all believe that this 
discriminatory "white man's" bill is aimed at them. It is worth- 
while noting that these countries comprise more than half of the 
people on earth, and are vital to our peace and securitv. 


The members of the Subcommittee on Trade, and others who 
participated in this mission, stand- ready to meet with you and 
your advisors on this serious matter. / 
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